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Satakakavyas on Indira Gandhi — A Study
Dr. Kartik Pandya!

Satakakavyas play very important role in our lives as they are beautiful source of
our inspiration. Some Satakakavyas are of high rank and thus describe the human
life aesthetically. There are many Satakakavyas in Sanskrit literature amongst
which some are on Gods, Semi Gods, ancient kings etc. Some Satakakavyas are
on freedom fighters as well as on political personages of India that attract our

attention. The researcher has found some Satakakavyas on Indira Gandhi.

Indira Gandhi was a key 20th century stateswoman, a central figure of the
Indian National Congress party, and to date the only female Prime Minister of
India. Indira Gandhi was the only child of India's first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru. She served as Prime Minister from 1966 to 1977 and then again from
1980 until her assassination in 1984, making her the second-longest-serving

Prime Minister after her father.

Indira served as her father's personal assistant and hostess during his
tenure as Prime Minister during 1947 to 1964. She was elected as Congress
President in 1959. Upon her father’s death in 1964, Indira refused to enter
Congress party leadership contest and instead chose to become a cabinet
minister in the government led by Lal Bahadur Shastri. In Congress Party’s
parliamentary leadership election held in early 1966 upon the death of Shastri,
she defeated her rival, Morarji Desai, to become leader and thus succeed Shastri

as the Prime Minister of India.
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As the Prime Minister of India, Gandhi was known for her political
ruthlessness and unprecedented centralisation of power. She went to war with
Pakistan in support of the independence movement and war of independence
in East Pakistan, which resulted in an Indian victory and the creation of
Bangladesh, as well as increasing India’s influence to the point where it became
the regional hegemony of South Asia. Gandhi also presided over a controversial
state of emergency from 1975 to 1977 during which she ruled by decree. She was
assassinated in 1984 by her Sikh bodyguards a few months after she ordered the
storming of the Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar to counter the Punjab insurgency.
Due to fame of Indira Gandhi, many poets were influenced and they were
immensely attracted to write poems on her. This is the reason why we find many
poems in different genres on Indira Gandhi specifically in Modern Sanskrit
Literature. Therefore, the researcher has tried to present here the literary study
and a survey on the Satakakavyas on Indira Gandhi. He has identified eleven
different Satakakavyas in Sanskrit on Indira Gandhi composed by various poets
of post independent period and they are as follow:

1. Indirakirtisatakam of Shri Krishna Semval
Priyadarsiniyam of Shri Krishna Semval
Indiraprasastikavyam of Shri Hajarilal Shastri
Indiraviajayavaijayanti of Shri Hajarilal Shastri
Indirajivanam of Dr. Goswami Balbhadra
Indirayasastilakam of Dr. Rameshchandra Shukla
Indirasatakam of Shri Ramkrishna Shastri

Indiravirudam of Vishnudatta Sharma
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Indiraprasastisatakam of Smt. Shantirathi
10. Abhagabharatam of Shri Sundarraj
11. Kiha of Dr. Umakant Shukla

The researcher has presented here the literary study of Priyadarsiniyam of
Shri Krishna Semval. Shri Krishna Semval was born on 5t January, 1944 in the
village named Hayoon of Chamoli district. He did M.A. in Vyakarana, Acarya in
Sahitya and Siksasastri. He served as Secretary of Delhi Sanskrit Academy, Delhi.
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Considering his valuable contributions to Sanskrit literature, Tirupati Sanskrit
Vidyapeeth conferred on him the Honourary Degree of D.Litt. (Honourary
Causa). He has composed another Satakakiavya on Indira Gandhi and it is
Priyadarsiniyam. Priyadarsiniyam has been divided by the poet in three Khandas

as follow:

1. Kirtikhanda - Kirtikhanda also known as Indirakirtikhanda is full of the
qualities worthy of the Satakakavya. This Khanda describes mainly the birth &
education of Indira Gandhi as well as her involvement in freedom movement
and her becoming of the national President of Congress Party. It contains around

91 verses. The poet’s love for the nation India is reflected in the very beginning
of Kirtikhanda as follows:

TR FRaefat aniesteq |
IFAATHTG, AT qHE gd i 9w |
(Frarriay, #Fdare:, 3)

Further he says:

FETAL= (g hiafoRrEd T4 |

U CRIIENIECASECURR R ERIE]
(Frafiasy, #ifdavs:, «)

Language & Style:
Language of Kirtikhanda is simple, lucid and attractive. The poet has
appropriately made the use of language suiting to the sentiment in this Khanda.
The verses written in the praise of Indira Gandhi are full of the qualities like
Madhuryaguna, Ojaguna and Prasadaguna making Kirtikhanda an appropriate
one. The poet has made the use of Vaidarbhi and Gaudi Riti (style) in the
Kirtikhanda. An example of Prasadaguna and Vaidarbhiriti is as follows:

TRHYTUSATS TR TSRl T FH=E: |

TquTaT @@ uiy i, Tt "/t < 9@ |l

(el #ifdave:, o4)

Another example is as follows:
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Tatae: Tug: Jmar 41, MRgeaa: Rifear: 92 |
YHUTRIOT forgmueel FateagaH af TameH ||
(FrefeHTs, #ifdave:, ?x)

An example of Madhuryaguna and Vaidarbhiriti is as follows:
TR ==l R g@w Agg stara |
THATY Toh, TR o, WEREET 1 9e: |
(a7, #ildars:, 7o)

Another example is as follows:
[EECEIEAREFAEE M EL R I RCIRNI KR
@Y TE g9, FaHe] aaTraTdwaiy: |
(BaarHTg, #ifdave:, 34)

Examples of OQjaguna and Gaudiriti are as follow:
Wﬁ’ﬁ : @mﬁ_ﬁﬁ?:, ﬂ%@ﬁ%ﬁ : ﬁfﬁﬁﬁ{: |
TaRferar: shar: SerEr I, ot 9a SHdita |
(el #ildas:, ¥3)

Another example is as follows:
eI SRR, gt aTed FUME |
Toaterar 7 g e, TR giawita o & &
(Bareiiag, #ildave:, )

Metres: Entire Kirtikhanda has been composed In /ndira Chanda. An example

1S:

TTEd AHITe AT, ORTOT Seare! |
STeaTHt wFafE, staq afe gt i
(Frele1Tg, #idave:, ©y)

Figures of Speech: The poet has shown his skills in making the use of Alanikaras
like Anuprasa, Upama, Utpreksa etc. An example of Anuprasa Alanikara is as

follows:
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Tt afeshT g, ReerEamEEad |
TLEERRETRATS HENATG WeAWR |l

(FTaarHay, #ifdave:, ¥)

An example of Utpreksa Alanikara is as follows:
fafafaema: Tggua: SamsRdiT SRRty |
AR | oid @A T e st T SiRRRa
(B9, #iidavs:, 3.)

An example of Upama Alarikara is as follows:
SR |1 e Een!, Faderion searao |
STRTERTHAT AT -] TSI HIGHiard: |
(FrFeriHiay, #idavs:, )

Rasa - The poet has appropriately delineated the sentiments in Kirtikhanda
like Virarasa Karuparasa and Adbhutarasa. An example of Virarasa is as follows:
fRrcerge Arereqe, RggewioE 9 |
RIS efofieny:, a3t a= M @@
(R, #ildars:, ¢3)

An example of Adbhutarasa is as follows:

Pgemi Ry fOme IRaeTTaRi =9 |
@Y T¢ gFIEdd FaHel @l @RhEHT: ||

(FrErriag, #Fidave:, 34)

An example of Karunarasa is as follows:
SYIAT I&T dRTehr<en, FHALT 9T NIIEEEE
REd W Haegl: IIAES! & SHUR: ||
(FFerH1T, #ildars:, 30)

2. Sangharsakhanda - Sarigharsakhanda describes the political struggles faced by

Indira Gandhi in her times of great difficulties. It has also remained the important

part of the Kavya. No any person can be the hero/heroine of a poem whose life
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is not strugglative. Accordingly, the poet has compsed this khanda full of social
and political struggles of Indira Gandhi. In this kAanda, she struggles very hard
to earn her fame lost in the political dilemma. In the time of emergency, she has
completed major projects for the welfare and happiness of the union
government. She again won the elections giving a major upset nationally and

became the Prime Minister again. This khanda contains 64 verses.

Language & Style: Language of Sarigharsakhanda is simple and lucid. The poet
has appropriately made the use of language suiting to the sentiment in this
Khanda. The verses written in the praise of Indira Gandhi are full of the qualities
like Madhuryaguna, Ojaguna and Prasadagupa making this khanda an
appropriate one. An example of Prasadaguna is as follows:

BEISEREERR IS I Rl

FRY AT, Fa THAA ||

(BFerH17Y, Gavave:, 3)

An example of Madhuryaguna is as follows:
I[& G AT AR HIEATAT |
I TRt ST, el Sl e )
(RTarHiay, davavs:, )

An Example of Ojaguna is as follow:

TR TR &, Fehet: 49 femtedta |
=ferdt A qEIY A1 2el, giova: aRatedsgd |l
(FrE=rag, Gavavs:, 36)

Metres: Entire Sarnigharsakhanda is composed in Anustup Chanda.

Figures of Speech: The poet has shown his skills in making the use of Alankaras
like Anuprasa, Yamaka, Rupaka, Utpreksa etc. An example of Anuprasa Alankara

is as follows:
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it e Toepe, aeaEted TR aal |
wferatarsT: @R, AT R
(FrEfHay, Gavave:, §)

Rasa - The poet has appropriately delineated the sentiments in Sazigharsakhanda
like Bhayanakarasa, Karunarasa and Adbhutarasa. An example of Bhayanakarasa

is as follows:

g g9 gd, HaF HRA aa |
Tar Wrar fuar g, id: gieaen |
(T, Gavave:, ¢u)

An example of Adbhutarasa is as follows:

ﬁ%‘ﬁ'ﬂﬂ AT, ToRTeRIHa: qH |
T g9 HerRTs g gasi R |
(Frsrriag, Gavave:, ¢3)

3. Mabhaprayapnakhanda - Mahaprayanakhanda describes the poet’s agony on the
sad demise of Indira Gandhi due to her murder. This khanda flows in the
sentiment full of karupa. The poet turns very sentimental while describing the
death incident of Indira Gandhi. On hearing the news of Indira Gandhi’s murder,
everyone in India whether child or senior citizen starts moaning. The poet
describes her as a punctual politician as well as a great person of this planet. By
killing such a great person, we have been deprived of a strong political leader.

It contains 53 verses.

Language & Style: Language of Mahaprayanakhanda is full of sentiments that
arouses mind. The poet has appropriately made the use of language suiting to
the sentiment of this Khanda. The verses written on the demise of Indira Gandhi
are full of the qualities like Madhuryaguna and Prasadaguna making this khanda

an appropriate one. An example of Madhuryaguna is as follows:
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FATATITR] AT FEWehoT 3 |
TSI A Eiad Sal & wHi=ae: ||
(T, TETaarvEve:, ?4)

An example of Prasadaguna is as follows:

frraferar T At quie o B e |
AP &R YA otat, 7 & 7ar Ja&1 Ageron ||
(TR, Gavave:, o)

Metres: Entire Mahaprayanakhanda is composed in different metres like
Sardilavikridita, Vasantatilaka, Totaka, Upajati, Upendravajra  and
Drutavilambita Chanda.

Figures of Speech: The poet has shown his skills in making the use of Alankaras
like Anuprasa, Upama, Rupaka, Utpreksa etc. An example of Anuprasa Alanikara

is as follows:

ATOT AT AT AT ToR AR,
=l AT S © el (R S |
T THATEA ARRTHTaRar |,
1 BT A9 Fut Ta (L 7 T )
(BRI, TETTATTEvE:, 3)
An example of Rupaka Alarikara is as follows:
TSRO JiRFWTT:, BeTaRkaurr: SR |
STy forgfaael 9 et A, == A dd qr&- ad |l
(FrerEiias, Feraamrave:, x)
T FEGIY FHOM, TS oeTa: |
FUAI: Yo, =RO 9ad i afed: ||
(BRI, FETTarTaEvs:, ¥)
An example of Utpreksa Alarikara is as follows:
TAZAT 3 T SR T, HT AT FUiar e HmET |
ST A&l R o Tghedd, Al U 0l Hiae ;I
(FFeTRIA177, HemarTare:, ¢4)
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Rasa - The poet has appropriately delineated the Karuparasa in entire
Mahaprayanakhanda. By recalling the sad demise of Indira Gandhi, the poet
turns very emotional. As Bhavabhiiti had said Tl I &% Td and proved it by
making the stones crying, accordingly the poet of this Satakakavya has made
people to cry through this Mahaprayanakhanda. An example of Karuparasa is as
follows:
TTTeRRTOT: Fehedl T, G 3aT: Sateree: |
sge an: foet< gedg:, e asfeasT qam: |
(FFTRIH17, FEraarIEvs:, 30)
Another example of Karunarasa is as follows:
AR ! AT YA, FRAT ATHARIHAT |
ST wRareH: B, &%a: ey samtar A e 2
(FITETIH177, FET7arIrEve:, 36)
Conclusion:
Indira Gandhi has remained a popular and inspiring political personage of post
independent Indian history. Her life was full of political struggles. She faced a
strong defeat after her initial Prime Ministership in the following elections. Due
to her hard work, sincerity and dedication to the nation India, she revived herself
as a phoenix bird and won the next elections fully by breaking her past records
and setting up new records. She has contributed to this nation tremendously for
its overall development and harmonious growth. There were many followers of
her and her activities in India. Her public life was full of hardship, dedication to
mother India and towards the development of this nation only. Due to this fame
of her, many poets were influenced and they were immensely attracted to write
poems on her. This is the reason why we find many poems in different genres
on Indira Gandhi specifically in Modern Sanskrit Literature. Therefore, the
researcher has tried to present here the literary study and a survey on the
Satakakavyas on Indira Gandhi. He has identified eleven different Satakakavyas
in Sanskrit on Indira Gandhi composed by various poets of post independent
period and has presented here the literary study of Priyadarsiniyam of Shri

Krishna Semval.



